The rare but severely disabling brachial plexus neuropathy, which may occur after radiotherapy for breast cancer, was brought to public attention by a group of patients, Radiation Action Group Exposure (Fry) follow. There is a series of clinical reviews on a variety of topics (soft tissue sarcoma, medulloblastoma, neuroblastoma, Hodgkin's disease and non-Hodgkin's disease lymphoma, multiple myeloma), chapters addressing established as well as unusual radiotherapy techniques (TBI, intraoperative radiotherapy, hyperthermia, photodynamic therapy and current brachy-therapy techniques).
An excellent review of applied clinical radiobiology of head and neck cancer by the Glasgow team is complemented by a surgical view of post-radiotherapy complications in the head and neck area by Ian Hutchinson.
Two gynaecological topics -radiotherapy of endometrial and ovarian carcinoma -are also included.
The monograph is well indexed and with its wide-ranging content of up-to-date reviews will be a valuable addition to department libraries. Although not systematic or exhaustive, it provides a useful review of the included topics for trainees, and updates and refreshes the knowledge of more senior oncologists in areas outside their own specialisation. In both these aspects the editors have succeeded in producing a valuable addition to the series and we can only hope that volume 3 is in preparation.
